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...more directly than Central & State budget. 
City Budgets Impacts Everyday Quality of Life of Citizens…

Our Sincere Thanks to Chief Commissioner, BBMP and 
Special Commissioner (Finance), BBMP

"BBMP has keenly ensured citizen participation in its budgeting process for the
last many years. I am pleased to note that Janaagraha and the Bengaluru Ward
Samiti Balaga have assisted BBMP in successfully  completing the 7th edition of
the annual My City My Budget campaign,  reaching out to hundreds of resident
welfare associations and  communities across the 243 wards of the city.  We not
only intend to take  forward the initiative of allocating funds to each ward to
address the issues raised by citizens through the MyCityMyBudget campaign, but
also  look forward to citizens prioritising and assisting BBMP in implementing the
works identified successfully through the Ward Committees, thus moving another
step towards institutionalisation of community  participation in budgeting and
development of the city. On the whole, this will add another dimension to position
Bengaluru among the most livable cities of India."

Shri Tushar Giri Nath, IAS ​
Chief Commissioner
BBMP

“In our efforts  to ensure budget making a bottom-up experience, BBMP has
embarked upon many initiatives  to attract citizen participation and to receive
micro-ward level inputs in budget preparation. I am happy to  note that
Janaagraha has continued this  “MyCityMyBudget” exercise to elicit people’s
opinion from each of the  243 wards as regards their priorities and concerns.
These voices have been summarized and shall be considered while preparing the
budget for FY 2023-24 and congratulate the “Janaagraha team” for having faith in
this democratic initiative and exhibiting conviction in seeing it through.”

Shri Jayaram Raipura, ​IFS
Special Commissioner 

(Finance) BBMP ​
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Sec 86(a) & 86(b) of BBMP Act 2020 focusses on empowering
local residents to carry out ward level development plans

Participatory budgeting, a critical component of the 74th
Constitutional Amendment of Indian Constitution

Facilitates City Government to accurately assess citizens’
needs and priorities

Focuses on empowering citizen to collaborate with the City
Administration in planning and development of the city 

Enables equitable development & distribution of public
resources across all neighborhoods and wards

Promotes deeper understanding of governmental budgeting
and monitor public spending

Why Should Cities Adopt Participatory Budget? 
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What is MyCityMyBudget (MCMB)?

Making citizen voices an integral
part of Bengaluru’s Budgets!

Launched in 2015

…as annual Participatory Budgeting
campaign jointly conducted by BBMP and
Janaagraha 

1.3+ Lakh* Budget Inputs submitted

..till date, leading to earmarking of
Participatory Budget over Rs. 300
Crores between 2015-2023

Evolved into a Citizen Movement in 2022 

…with citizens themselves involved in the
planning, implementation & execution of
MCMB campaign…

2015-16: 6,037 inputs; 2016-17: 4,092 inputs; 2017-18: 67,114 inputs; 2018-19: 26,297 inputs; 2021-22: 9,706 inputs; 2022-23: 7,238 inputs; 2023-24: 16,261 inputs



Bengaluru became the 1st Indian city to promote the use of the term ‘participatory
budgeting’ in addition to implementing and institutionalizing participatory spending!

Reserved Rs 120 Crores
for Ward Committees in
2021-22 & Rs 198 Crores
in 2022-23

1% of property tax
collected in the wards
earmarked to ward
committees to take up
works at the ward-level 

Impact of MyCityMyBudget

Bengaluru Ward Samiti Balaga* | A Coalition of Active
Citizens
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BBMP made history! 

Balaga is a Kannada word which denotes “Community"

1st Active Citizens convention held in Bengaluru on May 2022

Mandate to strengthen Ward
Committees to transform the
quality of life in the city

1,000+ members comprising of
Ward Committee members,
Citizens, RWAs, AAs & CSOs

Officially launched through
Bruhat Bengaluru Ward Samiti
Samaavesha (BBWSS)



Active Citizens resolved
to strengthen the Ward
Committees in the city

Balaga Coordination
Group* constituted to

represent the interests
of all Balaga members

Zonal Commissioners
empowered to ensure

regular conduct of Ward
Committee Meetings

Coalition of active
citizens form
Bengaluru Ward
Samiti Balaga

Bengaluru Ward Samiti Balaga spearheaded MCMB 
2023-24!

Flag off by Special Commissioner (Finance), BBMP
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Phase 1

Balaga took center
stage in conducting 

MCMB 23-24!
Actively mobilized citizens
from respective zones & wards  
Supported the campaign by
traveling along with Budget
Bus in assembly constituencies
Facilitated in rationalizing of
Budget Bus route
map/location & ward
boundaries 
Encouraged citizens attending
Ward Committee Meetings to
participate in MCMB
Enabled deeper participation of
Government officials such as
Health Inspectors, Ward
Engineers

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Phase 2 Phase 3

1st Bruhat
Bengaluru Ward
Samiti
Samaavesha held

Balaga makes
representation of the
citizens’ resolutions
to BBMP Chief
Commissioner

*to represent different sections of the Balaga members across 243 wards of Bengaluru

Shri Jayaram Raipura, Special Commissioner (Finance), BBMP
flagged off MCMB 2023-24 campaign on 24th November 2022



Budget bus traversed across all 243 wards of Bengaluru

55 partner organizations participated in MCMB 2023-24
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Orientation on MCMB by B.PAC
on 29th Nov 2022

Srinivas Alavilli,, Janaagraha in a
conversation with Radio Mirchi

Manjunatha HL, Janaagraha in a
conversation with Radio Mirchi

Highlights

Ably supported by citizens and organizations across all 243
wards…
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Citizens participated en masse cutting across every
socio – economic, age, gender and educational
background!

Inclusivity & diversity remained the
hallmark of the campaign 

Budget inputs reflected the most pressing issues
faced in Bengaluru!

Key area of focus was chosen to be
ward level climate action

From schools to colleges students, everyone got
involved!

City’s Youth chose MCMB platform
to voice out their views

Citizens attending Ward Committee Meetings
participated and provided valuable insights on
neighborhood issues

Ward Committees took charge and
got many citizens involved

Center for Advocacy &
Research (CFAR) participated in

MCMB

Orientation session on MCMB
at Govt Arts College,

Bengaluru 

RWA members guiding
citizens about 

MCMB

BAF Secretary interacting and
gathering inputs from with

citizen



Shri Jayaram Raipura, Special
Commissioner (Finance) mandated MCMB
to be discussed during Ward Committee
Meetings and collect inputs from citizens

Citizen's filling MCMB inputs during Ward Committee
Meetings

BBMP’s formidable partnership led to another prolific MCMB
campaign…

MCMB made headlines everywhere!
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Community Voices

Footpath, Road and Drain maintenance - Key priorities for
citizens
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Cumulatively, Footpaths, Roads and Drains constituted 
an overwhelming 67% of submitted Inputs for FY 2023-24



Pan Bengaluru Key Highlights

Pan Bengaluru Details (16,261 inputs)
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* RWH – Rainwater Harvesting pits



Zone-wise Top 5 Categories

Bommanahalli Zone Details  (1,516 inputs) 
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Dasarahalli Zone Details  (604 inputs)

East Zone Details  (2,713 inputs)
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Mahadevapura Zone Details  (2,180 inputs)

Raja Rajeshwari Nagara Zone Details  (1,601 inputs)
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South Zone Details (2,841 inputs)

West Zone Details (3,463 inputs)
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Yelahanka Zone Details  (1,343 inputs)

Overall, What Have the Citizens Reported About Our Road
Infrastructure?
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*Out of 14,000 kms of road network of Bengaluru 
(New potholes adorn 60% of 14,000-km roads under BBMP, people furious (thehansindia.com)



Environment & Climate Resilience Priority For Bengaluru’s
Zones

Spatial Analysis – Roads & Footpaths & Streetlights & Solid
Waste Management
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Close to one-third of inputs from
Bommanahalli & Dasarahalli

emphasized the need for
footpath improvement

Citizens of West, Mahadevpura,
South & East and put in strong
recommendation to augment
the Solid Waste Management

(SWM) infrastructure

Investments to improve the
pedestrian and vehicular

mobility in Bengaluru emerged
as the most critical theme,

cutting across demographic
spread



What Happens Next To MCMB 2023-24 Budget Inputs?

BBMP – Enablers For Effective Participatory Budgeting
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How can you as a citizen engage further?

Our gratitude to the Program Lead and Program Manager for
their incessant support
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"“The BBMP leadership has shown keen interest in addressing the inputs given by
citizens. They have also assured increased allocation in the BBMP budget for FY
2023-24 to address the issues raised by the citizens. This is a significant step towards
institutionalization of citizen engagement in the making of the city budget and
implementation of development works, adding to the many firsts that the Tech City
of India has achieved. The next natural step would be aggregative incorporation of
full-fledged bottom-up budgeting from ward level to city level by enabling the 243
ward committees to develop their own annual ward development schemes (WDS)
as provided under the BBMP Act, 2020 into the city budget in the coming years. The
Bengaluru Ward Samiti Balaga is proud to have led this campaign for BBMP.” 

Shri Santosh Nargund ​
Head Civic Participation
Janaagraha

“It is overwhelming to see citizens coming in thousands of numbers to voice
their opinion on the developmental works that needs immediate attention at
their ward level. With this campaign assisted by Bengaluru Ward Samiti Balga,
the BBMP has successfully translated the Participatory Budgeting into reality
and in true spirit. Now, the cascading effect of this can be witnessed only when
the appropriate allocation happens for the given inputs in the BBMP Budget for
FY 2023-24.”

Shri Manjunatha Hampapura L
Karnataka Program Manager for 
Civic Participation, Janaagraha
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Janaagraha Centre for Citizenship and Democracy
19/4, Sair Bagh, 3rd Floor, Cunningham Road, Bangalore, Karnataka,

India – 560052 Phone: 080 41200844, 41500844

www.janaagraha.org

For further enquires on MCMB, 
E-mail: Manjunatha Hampapura L | manjunath@janaagraha.org

Haji Sheriff, Jeevanantham D, Mahalakshmi Balasubramanian, N M Varchaswini, Navyashree KC,
 Nesara KD,  Sandhya D'Souza, Suvashika Krishnamurthy, Tanima Dubey, Vijil Cheruvalath, 

Vimarsha Vishruth, Yashwanth J

Team


